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Dear Members and Friends,
. I am pleased to provide the following updates...

Board Updates
      We are  pleased to welcome Yunina Barbour Payne (top
photo) to the position of  Graduate Liasion and she will
transition to BTN Historian in August 2026.    
     We are aslo delighted that BTN Past President kb saine
(middle photo) will continue serving the organization as our
Grant Writer and Fundraising Coordinator. Although this is
not a Board position, it is a Board-adjacent role that is
essential to BTN’s continued growth. 
     Finally we welcome Luther Wells (bottom photo)  back to
service as a Consultant. 
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Your

BTN 39-Los Angeles, CA

Happy  Summer

BTN’s Vision and Values
 At the core of our work is a commitment to celebrate Black voices, tell
stories of the diaspora, and promote artistry in the theatre community. We
strive to nurture creativity, foster equity, and build  spaces where Black
artists and audiences thrive. Our mission guides our steps as we build a
future grounded in empowerment, inclusion, and cultural celebration.



BTN 40 is Upon Us
What You Need to Know Before You Arrive in 

Winston-Salem!

 1. It's Not Too Late!
Registration is still open! Haven't registered yet? No worries.  On-site
registration will be available during the conference via the BTN
website.  There is also a virtual option for conference attendance at
select sessions available via WHOVA. Register here 

 2. Book Your Stay!
Need a room? Great news! Rooms are still available at the Hawthorne Inn.
Reserve yours before they're gone!  Call (336) 777-3000. 

 3. Bid. Win. Support.
The BTN 40 Online Auction is LIVE! Browse incredible  unique items, place
your bids, and help support Black Theatre Network.  Click here to start
bidding: givebutter

 4. Bring the Glam!
The BTN 40 Gala promises to be one for the books! Dress is fun, formal &
festive, so bring your sparkle and shine  as we celebrate 40 years of BTN

 5. Follow Chris Berry's BTN 40 Bike Ride!
Yep, he’s doing it again.  Chris Berry is cycling all the way from New York
City  to Winston-Salem, NC to raise money for BTN 40—and you can be
part of the journey!   Follow portions of his ride on our IG page as he 
pedals toward the conference.   Want to support his massive effort?
Donations are welcomed and appreciated!  The  2  photo  from the top is
of us as he passed through the  Wahington, DC area on Sunday 7/19/26.
Donate here: givebutter

nd

 6. Stay Connected!
The complete conference schedule, updates, and important information
will be available on the WHOVA app and the BTN website.  Don't forget to
pick up your BTN 40 Souvenir Program Book, available at the conference
for $30. Tee shirts will be on sale  as well.   

 The Countdown Is On!
Reconnect. Celebrate. Learn. Laugh. Honor our Legacy. Shape the Future.
We can't wait to welcome you to Winston-Salem as we celebrate 40 years
of Black Theatre Network. Safe travels!! 

Renee’  
WWW.BLACKTHEATRENETWORK.ORG 
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